Measuring Toxic Metal Exposure:
The Truth Fairy Project
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Environmental Health Centers

EYCEJ and USC
worked together
to collect baby
teeth of children
who lived within

a 2 mile radius
of Exide.

Teeth can provide
"windows" into
prenatal and early
childhood
exposures to toxic
metals such as
lead.
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Truth Fairy Project Findings

Lead levels in children's teeth and soil

The communities with the highest soil lead levels also found highest
Lead levels in children’s teeth.
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Toxic Metals in Teeth

Teeth grow in rings like trees do, starting
during pregnancy through early childhood.

2nd trimester |nfancy
Teeth start to
form in the
mother's womb
beginning in the
13th week of
pregnancy. After a child is born, they can be

exposed to toxic metals in their
environment. Infants are at higher risk

because they crawl and put their
hands and toys in their mouths.

3rd trimester
—_ The baby is

growing rapidly &
Incorporates
nutrients and

toxins to which the

mother is exposed.




